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This report details the plans for major U.S. Defense Department
acquisition programs over the next 15 years and explores the complicating
factors that may make the situation more problematic for policymakers.

It analyzes a range of options to mitigate the bow wave, including
increasing the budget, cutting additional force structure, and making trades
among major acquisition programs. The report finds that while none of the
choices available are easy, it provides an opportunity for the new
administration taking office in 2017 to better align modernization plans with
defense strategy.
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