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Se um auctor celebre nio tivesse proferido
que nada existe na Natureza tio admiravel co:
mo ver os homens capases de espanto, poderia
alguem ao menos o que nio fosse intciramente
falto de bfrrr! senso, deixar de admnirar o poder,
fque Os prejuisg, € o costume tem sobre o-espi-
rito humano? Era de esperar nataralmente, que
csses entes feitos para dominar, como mocles-
talu‘entr se qualificio, fossem ciosos de sua su-
peruur_idade. e muito empenhados em a conser-
var. l‘._ntretnnln exceptuando-se 3 auctoridade
tyrannica, que usurpio sobre nés, achar-se-n 5
que todos os scus esforcos se redusem a solli.
citar a mais baixa servidio. 5 :

Se sua ambicio fosse louvavel . © justa , seria °
d.e accordo com sizo mesmo , e esta consdrquerr-
cia os l-‘ft:uar:a igualmente imperiosos ¢m todas
as occasi@es com que a auctoridade ¢ necessaria
para se sustentar. Se a forga exterior dgycorpo
fosse para clles um titulo suficiente parl! cﬁi--
nar sobr_c nos, ¢ue somos d® nmna cons icacy
. mais delicada, a superioridade da rasao hrea
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The INTRODUCTION.

S F a celebrated Author had not al-

2 Sy - it
rcady rold us, that tbere is nothing
in nature fo much to be wonder'd at
as THAT WE CAN WONDER
AT ALrL; it muft appear to eve-

, ry one, who has but a degree of
underftanding above the idiot, a matter of the
greateft furprize, to obferve the univerfal prevalence
of prejudice and cuftom in the minds of the Men.
One might narurally expe€t to fee thofe lordly
creatures, as they imodeftly ftile themfclves, every
where jealous of fuperiority, and watchful ro mair-
tain it. Inftead of which, if we except the tyran-
nical ufurpation of authority they exert over us
Wemen, we fhall find them induftrious in nothing
but courting the meaneft fervirude. 'Was their am-
bition laudable and juft, it would be confiftent in
itfelf, and this confiftency would render them alike
imperious in every circumftance, where authority is
requifire and juftifiable : And if their brutal ftrength
of body entitled them to lord it over our nicer
frame, the fuperiority of reafon to paffion, might
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